Here’s the detailed phonetic breakdown of European Portuguese with example phrases for each pronunciation

variation.

1. Vowels

European Portuguese vowels can be oral, nasal, open, closed, or reduced.

Example
Word

Oral Vowels
Vowel
lil vinho
lel dedo
lel pé
lal casa
lel banana
lo/ avo
ol avo
lu/ azul

IPA

['vipu/

['dedu/

Ipel

/'kaze/

/be’'nene/

/e'vo/

/e'val

fe'zull

English

wine

finger

foot

house

banana

grandfather

grandmother

blue

Example Phrase

Gosto de beber vinho tinto. (I like to drink red wine.)

Cortei o0 dedo na faca. (I cut my finger on the knife.)

O meu pé esta a doer. (My foot is hurting.)

Vou para casa depois do trabalho. (I'm going home after
work.)

Quero comer uma banana. (I want to eat a banana.)

O meu avé conta boas histérias. (My grandfather tells
good stories.)

A minha avé faz bolos deliciosos. (My grandmother
makes delicious cakes.)

O céu esta muito azul hoje. (The sky is very blue today.)



Nasal Vowels

Vowel Example Word IPA English Example Phrase

hl fim Ifil end O filme chegou ao fim. (The movie came to an end.)

el bem /b&j/ well Espero que estejas bem. (I hope you're well.)

el pao /péw/  bread Quero um pdo com manteiga. (I want bread with butter.)

1o/ bom /bd/ good O café esta muito bom. (The coffee is very good.)

1al um 1al one Preciso de um minuto. (I need one minute.)

Vowel Reduction

Original Vowel Example Stressed IPA Unstressed IPA Example Phrase

e — il segredo /si'gredu/ /si'gridu/ Posso contar-te um segredo? (Can | tell you a
secret?)

a— /el pequeno /pi'kenu/ /pi'kenu/ Quero um café pequeno. (I want a small
coffee.)

2. Consonants

"S" Pronunciation



Position Example IPA English Example Phrase

Soft /s/ (beginning) sopa /'sope/ soup A sopa esta quente. (The soup is
hot.)

Voiced /z/ (between vowels) casa ['kaze/ house A minha casa é grande. (My house
is big.)

Sh /fI (word-final, before unvoiced costas ['koftef/ back Tenho dores nas costas. (I have

consonants) back pain.)

"X" Pronunciation

Sound Example IPA English Example Phrase

Ifl chao /[ew/ floor O chéo esta sujo. (The floor is dirty.)

Isl sexo ['seksu/  sex Falar sobre sexo é importante. (Talking about sex is important.)

2] exame /i'’zami/  exam Tenho um exame amanha. (I have an exam tomorrow.)

Iks/ taxi ['taksi/ taxi Vou apanhar um taxi para o aeroporto. (I will take a taxi to the
airport.)

"R" Pronunciation

Position Example IPA English Example Phrase



Strong /6/ (beginning of a  rapido /'sapidu/  fast Fala mais devagar, ndo tdo rapido! (Speak
word) slower, not so fast!)
Strong // (double "r") carro ['kasu/ car O meu carro esta estacionado ali. (My car is
parked there.)
Soft /r/ (between vowels) caro ['karu/ expensive  Este relégio é muito caro. (This watch is very
expensive.)
"L" Pronunciation
Position Example IPA English Example Phrase
Clear /I/ (beginning or lado ['ladu/ side O carro esta do outro lado da rua. (The car is on
middle) the other side of the street.)
Dark /Y (word-final) animal /eni'mat  animal Gosto de animais selvagens. (| like wild animals.)
/
3. Diphthongs
Type Example Word IPA English Example Phrase
Rising /ej/  pai Ipejl father O meu pai é médico. (My father is a doctor.)
Falling /ajl mais /maijf/ more Quero mais café, por favor. (I want more coffee,

please.)



Nasal /ew/ péao /pew/ bread O péo esta fresco. (The bread is fresh.)

Nasal /6j/ pde /p6j/ put (command)  Pde o livro na mesa. (Put the book on the table.)

4. Special Pronunciations

Feature Phrase Careful Pronunciation Connected Speech
Word Linking Esta aqui (It’s here) [['ta a'ki/ I['ta’ki/
Vowel Reduction Quente (hot) 'kéti/ /'kéti/
Final "o" — /u/ Menino (boy) /mi'ninu/ /mi'ninu/
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